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to their gentleness, if they might have the advantage), departed aboard his ships; and, at night, returned again : and demanded, amongst other talk, " What they meant by assembling their men, in that order ? "
They answered, that " their Captain being come to town, did muster his men according to his accustomed manner."
But this is to be judged to be a cloak, in that, coming for that purpose, he might have done it sooner. But the truth is, they were not of force until then, whereby to enterprise any matter against us by means of pikes and harquebusses ; whereof they had want and were now furnished by our Captain; and also three falcons which (having got in other places) they had secretly conveyed thither. These made them the bolder, and also for that they saw now a convenient place to do such a feat: and time also serving thereunto, by the means that our men were not only unarmed and unprovided (as at no time before), but also were occupied in hewing of wood, and least thinking of any harm. These were occasions to provoke them thereunto.
And I suppose they went about to bring it to effect, in that I* and another Gentleman being in the town, think- H The Author ing of no harm towards us; and seeing men ofthlsstoiy-assembling m armour to the Treasurer's house, whereof we marvelled : and (revoking [recalling to mind] the former talk between the Captain and him, and the unreadiness of our men of whom advantage might have been taken) departed out of the town immediately, to give knowledge thereof. But before we came to our men by a flight-shot [bow-shot], two horsemen riding at gallop, were come near us (being sent, as we did guess, to stay us, lest we should carry the news to our Captain), but seeing us so near our men, they stayed their horses; coming together and suffering us to pass : belike because we were so near that if they had gone about the same, they had been espied by some of our men; which then would have Immediately departed, whereby they would have been frustrate of their pretence.
So the two horsemen rode about the bushes, to espy what we did. And seeing us gone, to the intent that they might shadow [cover] their coming down in post [i.e., in post haste]; whereof suspicion might be had, feigned a simple excuse, in asking, " Whether he could sell any wine ? "